I. Introduction
For those who believe that socialism needs to be renewed for the twenty-rst century, the debate about revolt at the Kronstadt naval base after which the New Economic Policy (NEP) was inaugurated -and in the three years that followed, before Stalin's clique consolidated its control of the party apparatus, the Bolsheviks continued to be constrained by desperate circumstances: world war and civil war left a legacy of economic breakdown, famine followed, and hopes that the revolution would spread to western Europe were disappointed. However, there was a little more room to make choices in this period than had been the case in working-class politics in the subsequent period has been insuf ciently
